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this time while it was practically unopposed, the main
army has accomplished nothing then it is a matter
for regret. The hour has struck; a decisive battle
must take place as soon as possible. If we stand still
and wait we exhaust our supplies and render the people
here desperate; they will rise en masse against us. ...
On the i gth I make straight for the enemy, on that
you can pin your faith. But the main army must go
forward or things may turn out badly. Use your ut-
most endeavours to bring matters to a conclusion. If
we defeat the Emperor we shall have won the nation
entirely; but the Emperor wins it if we delay.

Against YorckBlucher showed no animosity, but,
on the contrary, when Yorck asked to be allowed
to lay down his command, Bliicher pleaded with
him to remain and finally brought hirft to consent.
He himself was admirably cool and self-controlled
now that the worst had happened. He was
serene, even gay; and declared that although the
dinner in the Palais Royal to which he had invited
his friends would have to be postponed, it was
only for a short time.

Schwarzenberg was as sneering and as conde-
scending about Bliicher as ever:'' My old Blucher,"
he wrote,'' feels once more so strongly drawn to the
Palais Royal that he is again preparing to run
ahead like mad." There certainly was a contrast
in the rapidity of movement of the two men I